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HORIZONS EDUCATION FUND

In the last 6 years more than 2,200 grants worth over £1.1 million have been made from the Horizons Education Fund to lone parents in education or training. 

We are delighted to announce that a further £100,000 has been made available from Barclaycard for the current academic year.  We will consider making grants of £500 to a maximum of £1,000 to eligible lone parents.  

We expect the number of applications requesting support to exceed the number of awards we are able to make.  
We will be accepting applications from 3rd October to 3rd November ONLY.
For full details of eligibility criteria and the application process please see below.

Help towards the costs of education and training for lone parents is just one aspect of the Barclaycard Horizons Programme. The programme can also offer money advice through Citizens Advice Bureau and help with getting back to work through Gingerbread. Both of these services are free of charge. For more details visit www.yourhorizons.com
ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA
The Horizons Education Fund aims to support lone parents who have the motivation, determination and ability to improve their employment prospects.  
We CAN consider applications from people who:
· are lone parents with dependent children. “Lone parent” means someone with sole responsibility for dependent children and who lives alone with their children, i.e. not with a partner or other adult.   “Dependent children” means those for whom Child Benefit is received. 
· those who are in the final year of education/training prior to seeking employment.
· can demonstrate how their current course of study will improve their employment prospects.
· are seeking a minimum of £500.
· are either British Citizens or have refugee status, indefinite leave to remain, discretionary leave to remain or have been granted humanitarian protection.

· are living on a low income. This means the applicant will be in receipt of Child Tax Credit or Working Tax Credit.  

· have applied for all statutory funding available, including funding available through their place of study.
We CANNOT consider applications from people who:
· do not meet ALL the eligibility criteria above. 
· are studying at Postgraduate level, equivalent or above.
· have already received an Horizons grant for the current academic year.
· are seeking help to cover costs already incurred, debts or loans that have already been taken out.
· are  seeking less than £500.
· are studying abroad.
· are already trained to a professional standard (unless there are health or other reasons which require a change of career).
We CAN help with:
· tuition, enrolment, examination or registration fees

· course costs such as books, equipment, travel and childcare
· computer equipment and software (to a maximum of £500)
WE CANNOT help with:

· daily living expenses during study/training such as rent, food, utilities and other general household bills

· costs already incurred, debts and loans

· volunteer schemes/projects

HOW TO APPLY

1. Complete the on-line application via www.yourhorizons.com   (Please note this 
facility will only be available from 3rd October until 3rd November 2011 inclusive.  We 
regret we are unable to accept applications at other times.)
2. Answer ALL the questions on the form and submit the application.
3. Applicants will receive an email acknowledging receipt of the application and asking 
for the following supporting documents:
· Proof of nationality/residency status: 



British Citizens:  A copy of the relevant page of your passport that shows 
nationality OR a copy of your birth certificate.  


Refugees and those with indefinite leave to remain, or discretionary 
leave to remain or who have been granted humanitarian protection:  A 
copy of the letter from the Home Office confirming your status or a copy of 
the relevant page of your passport.
· Proof that you are in receipt of Tax Credits:  A complete copy of your letter from HM Revenue and Customs (HMRC) detailing tax credit entitlement.   We need ALL the pages of the letter not just one or two.  If you are not in receipt of Tax Credits please supply a full explanation in your personal statement. If you cannot find a copy of your letter from the HMRC please contact them to ask for a letter of confirmation of your entitlement and send us a copy of this.  
· Evidence of the grant requested: You must enclose evidence to support the amount of grant requested, e.g. letter from your college providing details of outstanding fees, a copy of required booklist and/or equipment list which detail costs.  If you are applying for childcare costs, please send an invoice/letter from your childcare provider detailing costs AND provide their Ofsted Registration Number.
· Your place of study will need to provide ALL the following if you are to be eligible to apply for a grant.   Please contact your place of study to obtain this information as soon as possible.
· A copy of your learning agreement or other correspondence from the college confirming details of your course and your enrolment (course title, dates, hours of study etc.) 

· An academic reference from your college tutor assessing your work, attendance etc. Please note a statement of attendance and/or punctuality is not sufficient.  An assessment of your work and progress to date is required. 
· Confirmation that they will accept a cheque on your behalf.
4. If all supporting documents have not been received by a week before the closing 
date for receipt an email reminder will be sent to the applicant. 

5.
All complete applications will be assessed by the grants panel.

6.
Applicants will be notified of the panel decision by email regardless of whether or 
not the application has been successful.

7.
Awards will be paid directly to your place of study.  

WHEN TO APPLY/TIMETABLE
· Open for on-line applications from 3rd October to 3rd November 2011 inclusive.
· Closing date for receipt of supporting documents:  18th November 2011.
· Applications assessed during the week beginning 5th December 2011.

· Applicants informed by email of decision made:  15th December 2011.
· Unconditional grant cheques sent out on 5th January 2012.
· Conditional grant cheques sent out as conditions met.

IMPORTANT

· Do NOT send original supporting documents.  We only require a COPY of the original.

· Applications will not be considered by the Grants Panel unless all supporting documentation is received by 18th November 2011.
· Grant payments will not be made to the individual applicants.
· Where conditions of grant are stipulated by the Grants Panel they must be met in full before payment is made.
· Please note there are no rights of appeal against the decision of the Grants Panel.

CONTACT US
The Horizons Helpline (0207 241 7639) will be open daily from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. and 
2 p.m. to 4 p.m. from Monday 3rd October until Friday 18th  November inclusive.
Alternatively please contact horizons@family-action.org.uk
Postal Address:
Horizons Education Fund



Family Action




501-505 Kingsland Road




London E8 4AU

27 September 2011
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